Relationship length of folded left wing as a function of nestling age, Period, and Sex
The primary objective of the comparison of the data from the Coomallo Creek population was to establish that the relationships between length of folded left wing (FLW) and age, and body mass and age had not changed between the periods 1970 -1976 and 2009-2017 , and was not a function of the sex of the nestlings. Note that the 95% confidence interval for the parameter for the difference between the sexes includes zero.
Ranking of the models fitted to the data from the Coomallo Creek population
A sequence of linear mixed models were fitted, and ranked using the information theoretic approach following the methods implemented by Bolker (R package 'bblme') following Burnham and Anderson (2002) . The response variable is nestling body mass (log transformed), the predictors are the population (Site), the length of the folded left wing (FLW), and the length of time into the laying season (Layingseason). All models had a random intercept for nestling identity and year of the breeding season. Table S3 . The weights of the competitive models fitted to log transformed body mass as a function of population (Site), observed length of folded left wing (FLW) and days that the eggs were laid into the current breeding season. All models had two random effects, the identity of the nestling, and the year of the breeding season. 
